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Eurasian Coot
Fulica atra

Li�le S�nt
Calidris minuta

Long-billed Dowitcher
Limnodromus scolopaceus

Northern Shoveler
Spatula clypeata (female)

Northern Shoveler  
Spatula clypeata (male)

Olive-backed Pipit
Anthus hodgsoni

Pomarine Skua  
Stercorarius pomarinus

Temminck's S�nt
Calidris temminckii
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Brown Shrike
Lanius cristatus

Chestnut-winged Cuckoo 
Clamator coromandus 

Chinese Pond Heron 
Ardeola bacchus

Common Pochard
Aythya ferina

Gray Heron
Ardea cinerea

Oriental Dollarbird
Eurystomus orientalis

Red-necked Phalarope 
Phalaropus lobatus

Red-throated Pipit
Anthus cervinus 
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The ieb (Ducula oceanica) popula�on has been in decline for decades (NEPC 2019). However, 2019 data shows a trend of a slight 
increase in the ieb popula�on in the Ngermeskang Bird Sanctuary.  It is illegal to hunt ieb in Palau. The Belau Na�onal Museum 
plans to undertake a comprehensive forest bird survey to determine the status of ieb popula�on.   
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2019 News from 
Peleliu Lkes IBA

A new species, the Long-billed 
Dowitcher (  

) was observed at 
Lkes in September 2019.

Limnodromus
 scolopaceus

B
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2019 News from Peleliu Lkes IBA�
A new record shorebird count for Palau
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2019 News from Peleliu Lkes IBA
Far Eastern Curlew ( )Delerrok
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Japan, (Ruddy Turnstone,
Red-necked Stint)

Kamchatka, Russia (Lesser Sand-
Plover, Red-necked Stint)

Yangtze delta, China
(Greater Sand Plover, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Gray-tailed Tattler,
Red-necked Stint)

Taiwan (Greater Sand-Plover)

Queensland, Australia
(Great Knot)

2019 Flagged shorebird migrants in Palau

What are leg flags?
Researchers use color coded leg flags to study shorebird migration routes. In Palau 
these leg flags so far prove migration links between Palau and multiple other loca-
tions in the East-Asia Australasia Flyway. This is including Russia, Japan, China, 
Taiwan and Australia. Text and photographs by Glenn McKinlay.
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Southwest islands and Na�onal Marine Sanctuary
Research and tourist expedi�ons  (April 5-17 and May 3-15, 2019)

•  Helen Reef
•  Hatohobei
•  Pulo Anna
•  Sonsorol
•  Fanna (offshore only)

•  Conserva�on Interna�onal’s Pacific Program
•  Cheeseman’s Ecology Safaris
•  Ocean Hunter
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Pelagic Seabird Mapping
The Southwest islands have globally important 
breeding grounds for several seabird species. Each 
seabird species has it’s own distribu�on pa�ern. 
Non-breeding species, such as sooty terns, are truly 
pelagic, spending months or even years at sea with-
out returning to land. 

There are limited studies of the distribu�on of sea-
birds in Palau. These expedi�ons tested a methodol-
ogy to document and monitor seabirds within the 
Palau Na�onal Marine Sanctuary (PNMS). Birds 
were recorded and mapped based upon 15 minute 
seabird counts. Over 39 hours of counts were com-
pleted. The map on this page shows different sized 
circles indica�ng the total numbers of seabirds seen 
on board the ship. The bigger the circle, the more 
birds observed in that area.

All counts are available on eBird, the official ci�zen science pla�orm for Belau Na�onal Museum’s Na�onal
Program for Monitoring Forest and Coastal Birds.
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Migratory pelagic seabirds were recorded in the Palau 
Na�onal Marine Sanctuary. Eleven (11) Wedge-tailed 
Shearwaters were seen during the April 2019 voyage 
and over a hundred were observed during May 2019. 
This suggests that this species migrates to Palau’s 
waters during the spring. They may spend the summer 
in the Palau Na�onal Marine Sanctuary.

Wedge-tailed Shearwater Migration
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19 seabird species were found in the Marine Sanctuary: 7,935 birds 

Data and photographs by Glenn McKinlay.
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Helen Reef: 2019 Island wide survey for breeding and migrant birds
Methodology: Merged photograph counts; this allows for accurate counts. Regular counts of breeding seabirds 
in the Southwest islands could be a component of a long-term monitoring program for the Palau Na�onal Marine 
Sanctuary. Pictured below are State rangers Jordan Andres, Henaro Antonio, and Travis Lorenzo with Glenn 
McKinlay conduc�ng bird surveys at Helen Reef. Photographs by Glenn McKinlay. 
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Helen Reef: 24 bird species  
16 migrants, 8 breeding/ probable breeding

Common Tern

Red-necked S�nts

Li�le Terns

Sanderling

Lesser Sand Plover Masked Booby

HatohobeiHelen Reef

Data and photographs by Glenn McKinlay.23



Breeding seabirds at Helen Reef
During April 2019, approximatly 8,500 Black Noddies were observed on the island. 
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Breeding Seabirds at Helen Reef
During April 2019, approximatly 4,119 Greater Crested Terns were observed on the island. 

This is one of the world’s largest colonies of roall (Greater Crested 
Terns). The Palau Na�onal Marine Sanctuary and the Helen Reef  
Conserva�on Area help protect this important breeding colony. 
Text and photographs by Glenn McKinlay. 
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Top Countries
BY SPECIES
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Palau

New Caledonia

Vanuatu

Northern Mariana
Islands

Fiji

Guam
French Polynesia

Norfolk Island
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Every year, the eBird website sponsors a “Global Big Day” 
where birdwatchers from around the world spend the day 
counting birds and submitting the results to the eBird 
website.  The Global Big Day that was held on May 4, 
2019 reported 6,967 species in a single day thanks to 
more than 35,200 participants from 174 countries. This 
was two thirds of the world’s bird species in a single day.

Seven participants from Palau reported a total of 57 species on Global Big Day.  Ten of those species were 
Palau endemics that were not reported from any other country thereby assisting in reaching high total 
number of species for Global Big Day.  Moreover, Palau ranked number 2 in the Pacific Ocean region for total 
number of species from a country (New Zealand was #1).  The background photo shows a couple of Northern 
Pintail ducks in Ngiwal.

GLOBAL BIG DAY

4 MAY 2019
GLOBAL BIG DAY

Elab

Airai

Koror

PALAU
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Top Countries
BY SPECIES
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Palau

Solomon Island

New Caledonia

Northern Mariana
Islands

Guam

Vanuatu
French Polynesia

United States 
Minor Outlying 
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Every year, the  website sponsors a “October Big Day” 
where birdwatchers from around the world spend the day 
counting birds and submitting the results to the eBird website. 
October Big Day (October 19, 2019) reported 6,696 species 
thanks to over 20,261 participants from 170 countries.

eBird

Palauan participants reported a total of 66 species on October Big Day.  Ten (10) of those species were 
Palau endemics that were not reported from any other country. Palau ranked number 2 in the Pacific Ocean 
region for total number of species from a country (New Zealand was #1).  The above charts record Palau’s 
achievements for the 2019 October Big Day.  
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The Belau National Museum’s National Program for Monitoring Forest and Coastal Birds 
continues to provide training opportunities.  In 2019, on-site training sessions held 
monthly at the Long Island Conservation Park included field personnel of the Rock 
Islands Southern Lagoon UNESCO World Heritage Site, Belau National Museum staff, 
and local residents.  These monthly sessions help to broaden awareness of resident bird 
species, especially endemic forest birds.  The event at Long Island is open to visiting 
bird-watchers and eco-tourists as well as local bird enthusiasts.
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